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S. Raghavan

S. Raghavan

As per the IUCN Red List (2018), there are 75 critically endangered and 60 endangered animals in India. Wildlife in our 
country is confronting the danger of extinction because of illegal trading, excessive poaching, pollution, loss of 
habitat and deforestation. Our team felt that despite some major government initiatives, importance of wildlife 
conservation hasn't been widely recognized. We wanted to have a better understanding of wildlife conservation 
scenario in our country and has the immense pleasure of Dr. Sonali Ghosh enlightening us about the same.

Currently working as the Deputy Inspector General in the Central Zoo Authority, IFS officer Dr. Sonali Ghosh has been 
working towards wildlife conservation for almost two decades now. After her post-graduation in forestry and wildlife 
science, she went on to win a doctorate in remote-sensing technology concerning habitat suitability for tigers in 
Indo-Bhutan Manas landscape. She also has post-graduation diplomas in environmental law and systems 
management. She has spent a substantial amount of time on field working first as an Assistant Conservator of Forests 
in the Assam State Zoo Division and Kaziranga National Park, then as DFO Social Forestry (Kokrajhar) and later as the 
Deputy Director in Manas National Park. She was also a part of the first successful rehabilitation of captive-bred 
clouded leopard cubs in the wild.

In conversation with IFS officer Sonali Ghosh

TSB

wildlife and biodiversity aren't talked about as much as they should be? 
SG Partly agree. Environment is all encompassing and cross-sectoral issue. 

They figure in all thematic areas, yet miss the main discourse. Besides, 

communicating about wildlife, nature is a tough process. It is a óne way' 

communication and humans need to interpret how nature is feeling/ 

behaving to other fellow humans. 

TSB Do you feel there is a dearth of educational and employment 

opportunities and awareness about them in wildlife protection sector?
SG Yes. As such due to lack of awareness (as responded above) young 

students do not have complete access to the possibilities of taking up a 

career in environment, forestry and wildlife sector. 

Even now when we talk about environment in general, do you think 

TSB
SG

complex in nature and we are yet to completely understand what human-led action can have adverse impact 

on the survival of a wild species. The covid-pandemic is a glaring example of how we know so less about the 

complex natural systems. 

TSB If we talk about poaching and illegal trading in particular, what are the major structural and operational 

changes required? 
SG Effective monitoring mechanisms and capacity building and strengthening in all verticals of management 

would need to be a continuous process.  Similarly, global efforts to stop the demand for such illegal wild animal 

derived products with stringent penalties need to be enforced. 

TSB What is the process followed by government/concerned authorities once a species is declared endangered? 

How is it different for a critically endangered animal like Great Indian Bustard or Indian rhinoceros?
SG No species is declared endangered. Almost all species are accorded suitable protection as per Wildlife Protection

What are the major causes of continuing threat of extinction of numerous wildlife species?
First and foremost, our incomplete understanding and data to support conservation actions. Food webs are 

Dr. Sonali Ghosh
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Act 1972 in India. However, due to several factors that are largely human-induced a population of a species can fall 

below critical levels (as in the case of Great Indian Bustard) and therefore require external support. Programs like 

conservation breeding (as in case of GIB) and rewilding (as in case of GOH) are then carefully planned and executed. 

TSB What is the key role of zoos today in wildlife conservation and learning? How does Central Zoo Authority 

monitor wildlife conservation standards are met by zoos across the country?
SG Zoos are the harbingers of ex-situ conservation across the globe. Their origins date back to ancient times as 

humans kept wild animals in captivity either as pets or for curiosity, domestication, warfare and other such 

activities. Since then, zoos have evolved as places of ex-situ conservation with a primary aim to restock 

dwindling populations in the wild. They also serve as excellent centers of outreach and awareness and there is 

established evidence that seeing a wild animal brings immense joy and inculcates the feeling of empathy 

especially in young children thereby making them good human beings. Since its inception in 1992, CZA has 

been able to regulate and facilitate the minimum standards required to house wild animals in captivity. 

Through its massive institutional reforms, more than 600 odd illegal substandard zoos have been closed and 

rehabilitated to better housing conditions. It is now time to don the facilitation role and encourage scientific 

conservation especially for species that are endangered in the wild. There is also an immense outreach 

potential that must be harnessed to attain global standards. 

TSB A lot of studies argue that captive animals have a low survival rate once released in the wild. Is that so? What 

does it take for a successful rehabilitation of captive-bred animals? 
SG Captive animals unless specifically bred for rewilding are not released in the wild. There are extensive protocols 

and scientific research available on how this can be achieved to ensure 100 percent survival in the wild. 

TSB You mentioned in an interview of yours that “Kaziranga model is a benchmark for wildlife conservation in 

India”. How is that? What are the key learnings for other states?
SG The reliance on monitoring and surveillance through its forest frontline staff is the 'Kaziranga model' that many 

of the Protected Areas in India can emulate. The forest frontline are truly the green warriors and protectors of 

the wild. 

TSB In your opinion, does eco-tourism do more harm than good to wildlife and environment in general?
SG Eco-tourism is a necessary trade off to balance the justification for setting aside wilderness areas for nature.  

Unless conservation does not become people oriented' it would always be a challenge to seek public support. 

Eco-tourism if followed truly in letter and spirit is ideal for many of the Protected Areas in our country. 

TSB In the past couple of years, there have been relaxations in terms of clearance of multiple projects in 

Protected Areas. How is that likely to impact wildlife?
SG Incorrect to use the term relaxation and multiple projects also needs elaboration. Due protocol and guidelines 

are available as per law to ensure that procedures are followed as per the law of the land. It is a misconception 

in general public that rules and norms are flouted easily, but it is not so. 

TSB What according to you have been the major milestones for India in the past 20 years in terms of wildlife 

protection?
SG The fact that we are the second largest human populated country in the world and yet have the world's largest 

population of large mammals such as tigers, elephants, greater one horned rhino, swamp deer, gaur, and wild 

buffalo among others is a feat in itself. India sets out a unique example of conservation ethos for the rest of the 

world to emulate. 
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TSB Do you think our wildlife conservation initiatives are at par with the global standards? What are the major 

improvements needed?
SG Partly agree. Some of our wildlife interventions are world class such as the species recovery and rewilding 

projects for the tiger, rhino and crocodile species. Similarly, our wildlife laws are one of the finest in the world 

too. There is scope to further include wildlife corridors and strengthen the protected species database and 

ensure monitoring and reporting for wildlife based on global standards. 

- Rashi Goel

Disclaimer: The views or opinions expressed are personal and belong strongly to the respondent
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Dilution of environmental laws in India post 2014

The environment laws in India were first introduced by the Britishers in the form of Indian Forest Act back in 1927. 

Ironically the law was meant for extracting forest resources (especially timber) for their own good and deprived the 

forest communities/tribals of their rights over the forest. They exploited the natural resources of our country as much 

as they could until India got independence. With a vision to establish a stable economy, huge investments were made 

in heavy industries and production facilities for which we needed to utilize the forest resources as they were the 

source for the raw materials for the flourishing industries of that time. 

In the late 1960s, the countries became more aware of the 

protection & conservation of their flora and fauna. So, new laws 

were formulated to strike down the chances of undue extraction 

of resources and to protect and preserve the green cover. There 

is a long history of environmental laws in India and most of 

these laws were enacted in the 1980s like Wildlife Protection Act 

(1972), Forest Conservation Act  (1980), Environment Protection 

Act (1986), Water (prevention and control of pollution) Act (1974) 

and Air (prevention & control of pollution) Act (1981). Despite all 

these laws in the application, we have not been able to control 

environmental degradation.
 
Post 90's, things have changed drastically. Although forests play an 

extremely important role in ensuring the ecological balance and 

existence of life on the earth, however, rampant cutting of  trees and 

thinning of forests has been taking place in the country due to activities related to development and infrastructure 

building. In a bid to keep up the pace of conservation of forests amidst developmental activities, the Forest Survey of 

India (FSI), an organization under the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC), started 

monitoring forest cover in 1987. India's total forest and tree cover now stand at 80.73 million hectares—roughly 24.5% 

of its geographical area, and still far from the eventual target of 33%, which India has committed to raising to, by 2030.

In the recent past, drastic changes have been made in the existing laws through legislations and amendments to suit 

the need of the market demand. The amendments were done late in 2006 in the form of Forest Rights Act, which gave 

traditional dwellers and community members various rights over forest and Gram Sabha became the ultimate local 

authority.

Following are the major amendments that have taken place with regards to environmental laws:

Coastal regulations

The law first came into existence in 1991, under the Environment Protection Act 1986. A fresh notification was issued 

in 2017 making it easier, convenient to build & carryout construction activities along the coastline for promoting 

activities like tourism and real estate. This has further paced up quarrying and mining activities along the coastal areas. 

Similarly, a lot of hospitality sector projects are also coming up which is further reducing the costal surface and 

threatening the flora and fauna of the locality.

Source: India State of Forest Report 2019
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Easing regulations on real estate sector

A new guideline was issued stating that projects that are less than 50,000 square meters don't require green clearance 

and, will be allowed to continue without any permissions after the check of certain environmental conditions. The 

laws about the building and construction sector come under Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) notification 

2006 under which any project of more than 20,000 square meters required permission. This entails how the real estate 

owners have got a free hand in going ahead with the projects without sufficient environmental clearances. 

‘Uniform' rules for environmental clearances

 To bring uniformity in terms and conditions for environmental clearances, the MoEF issued standard environment 

clearance conditions for 25 industrial sectors including major ones like coal mines, oil and gas exploration, and 

hydropower projects in the garb of promoting or accelerating development. The ministry maintained that this would 

bring transparency while also being in line with the government's overall policy of simplifying rules and speeding up 

the process for the growth of industries. It has raised eyebrows among the environmentalists who have remained 

wary, pointing out that simplification of environmental clearances would lead to non-compliance of environmental 

laws which is already being dodged by many industrialists. 

In all it seems that as we are progressing on the developmental front, we are being complacent with the laws 

pertaining to safeguard the environment and in the future we will have to pay a huge cost for this.

Tree plantation rules ignore forest dweller rights

The ministry of environment issued the Compensatory Afforest 

Fund (CAF) rules 2018 to ensure proper utilization of Rs. 660 

billion for the plantation of trees across India. The 

environmentalists and civil society groups argued that the rules 

ignore the rights of forest dwellers and the tribe's rights to self-

governance. Any project proponent, government or private, 

must apply for forest clearance from the Ministry of 

Environment and Forests (MoEF) before the conversion of land 

takes place. If clearance is granted, afforestation must be carried 

out by such agency to compensate for the loss of forest cover. 

This is called 'compensatory afforestation'. The agency seeking 

diversion must provide land for compensatory afforestation, 

and pay for the plantation of trees on the land provided to the 

state.

This bill has been staunchly opposed by tribal groups, 

environmentalists, and many international communities such as 

New Wind Association, Friends of Siberian Forests, and 

Mangrove Action Project stating that the CAF Bill violates the 

diverse international commitments made by India on climate 

change and forest biodiversity.

- Altamash Fatah

Source:- Times of India
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Interview with Dr. Pawan Kumar Jha

1. https://www.recycling-magazine.com/2020/05/06/waste-management-crisis-in-india/
2. https://swachhindia.ndtv.com/waste-management-india-drowning-garbage-2147/

Solid Waste Management in India has unfortunately still not made it to our priorities' list even-though  inadequate 

waste collection, transport, treatment and disposal has grave impacts on the environment and public health. Urban 

India generates 62 million tonnes of waste (MSW) annually, and it has been predicted that this will reach 165 million 

tonnes in 2030. 43 million tonnes of municipal solid waste is collected annually, out of which 31 million is dumped in 
1

landfill sites and just 11.9 million is treated . Urban India is the world's 3rd largest garbage generator with around 10 

million tonnes of garbage being generated in metropolitan cities like Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai, Hyderabad, Bangalore 
2and Kolkata alone . While the coveted Swachh Bharat Abhiyan undeniably improved the sanitation coverage in the 

country, it has still not been able to improve the solid waste managenment infrastructure of the country which 

remains insufficient in coping with the humungous volumes of waste being generated by an ever-increasing 

population of the country. 

In an effective solid waste management model, the goal should be to reduce, reuse, recover and recycle waste by 

using the appropriate technologies so that the waste disposed of in landfills is minimized. Landfills, in turn, should be 

properly managed so that they don't become a source of greenhouse gases and toxins.

In Rules of Solid Wastes Management 2016, the government emphasizes management of solid wastes at community 

and decentralized levels to overcome the problems of collection and transportation. It states that “The local authorities 

and Panchayats shall involve communities in waste management and promotion of home composting and biogas 

generation, decentralized processing of wastes at community level subject to control of odour and maintenance of 

hygienic conditions around the facility”.

A major composition of India's waste is biodegradable which means there is a tremendous opportunity to compost a 

lot of it. Segregation at source and innovative technologies to this end are two necessary steps to make the most of it. 

To this effect, Dr. Pawan Kumar Jha has developed and patented a novel technology named Mesophilic Aerobic Rapid 

Composter (MARC). The composting technology has many advantages over the others. It is based on aerobic 

condition and hence requires only 20-25 days to make compost without any odour and occupies much lesser space.

TSB What was your motivation behind developing MARC?
PKJ

several technologies for composting of organic wastes. All the 

technologies are based on batch method i.e, wastes are stored and put 

into composting devices in batches. This requires a lot of space. Since 

most of the technologies are anaerobic, there is generation of gases 

with pungent smell that has deterrent effect on social acceptance. Solid 

waste management at household level is the sustainable solution to 

overcome the problem. However, these basic problems with the 

conventional technology make it difficult to adopt at household level.

I have been practically involved in the sanitation and waste management 

sectors for over 3 decades. Earlier, I developed a technology of composting 

of organic wastes at thermophlic condition that is patented. That 

technology also operates on batch method, and is suitable for hilly areas 

and low ambient temperature.

MARC is the acronym of Mesophilic Aerobic Rapid Composter. There are 

Dr. Pawan Kumar Jha
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That technology also operates on batch method, and is suitable for hilly areas and low ambient temperature.

The MARC technology was developed with a view to provide aerobic condition (without any mechanical 

device) inside composter and operate it on continuous basis. Due to aerobic condition, rate of degradation of 

organic wastes is much faster resulting in making compost in 20-25 days only. No churning of waste is required 

and there is no pungent odour during composting. Hence' it social acceptance is much better. 

Composter is glass fiber made cylindrical structure fitted on iron stand with balls and bearings, with perforations on 

outer walls at some areas. It is easily rotated horizontally 1-2 times a day. A family size composter needs a space of 4 ft x 3 

ft only and can be easily installed at balcony or on the roof of the building in urban areas. Produced compost can be used 

as manure in kitchen gardens. Its larger capacity can be used for community level composting of organic wastes.
   
TSB How does MARC help to achieve the objectives specified under the Rules of Solid Wastes Management 2016?
PKJ The Rules of Solid Wastes Management 2016 mentions that the “The local authorities and Panchayats shall, 

involve communities in waste management and promotion of home composting, bio-gas generation, 

decentralized processing of waste at community level subject to control of odour and maintenance of hygienic 

conditions around the facility”. Waste management at household level is the most important option for 

resource recovery and to overcome the problem of waste management. However, such practices are rarely 

observed in metros and class I towns. It could be due to lack of required space and application of manure in 

kitchen gardens. However, household level composting may be more suitable for small towns and rural areas 

where required space for composting and use of compost in garden and agriculture land is normally available. 

There should be adequate awareness, motivation to communities, and effective enforcement of regulations. 

Appropriate technology for household composting needs to be disseminated properly.       

TSB In how many states has your product already made its mark? Are you planning to launch it commercially on a 

greater scale?  
PKJ MARC is already at implementation stage. It has been implemented in some household and labour camps of 

some major construction companies in Delhi. Results are very encouraging.  Some projects are likely to be 

signed very soon. We are planning to make it commercial in other states in India.  

TSB How is waste generation different across rural and urban areas?  Which is worse?
PKJ There is great variation in quality and quantity of waste generation in rural and urban areas. There is such 

difference between metros/ big town and small towns also. In rural areas, percentage of organic wastes is 

normally 60 to 75% or even more and percentage of inorganics, plastic and inert materials constitutes the rest. 

In metros and big towns percentage of organic matters is low- 40-50% and that of plastic, packaging materials, 

inorganics, plastic wastes constitute the rest. In small town percentage of organic materials is higher and plastic, 

inorganics, packaging materials is slightly lower than metros/ big towns. Per capita waste generation varies 

from 300 gm to 500gm. In rural areas per capita household wastes generation is lower than urban areas, as 

there is no packaging materials and market wastes. However, if animal wastes are included in household 

wastes, it is sometimes higher than wastes from urban areas. However, wastes from rural areas can be managed 

without much difficulty as it is mostly organic in nature. Urban wastes also constitute bio-medical wastes, 

electronics wastes, toxic and hazardous wastes that are very challenging to manage. Most of the urban towns 

lack proper facilities to manage such wastes.  Such wastes, when not properly managed may pose severe affects 

on health and environment. 
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TSB What needs to be done to bring behavioral change at household level to ensure waste segregation at source? 
PKJ Segregation of solid wastes at household level is a challenging task depending on the community. In India, there 

is full spectrum of socio-economic and cultural groups of people. Sometimes it is bit difficult to make people 

aware on benefits of proper management of wastes in improving health and environment. Sustained 

community awareness and personal communication through self help groups / volunteers is required to 

motivate them for source segregation of wastes. 

It has been observed in several areas that waste collection vehicles of municipalities / local governments mostly 

do not have separate bins for different wastes- wet wastes and dry wastes. In such case segregation of wastes at 

households has no importance.

It has been observed that at public places sometimes there are separate bins for plastic/ dry matters and wet 

wastes. However, the vehicle carrying such wastes, don't have separate bins and segregated wastes are mixed 

and put in the same bin. 

Households who need more awareness / motivation are mostly from lower socio-economic groups. There are 

good economic resources from solid wastes. It has been observed that the private contractors who collect 

household wastes on monthly payment basis in urban areas through waste collectors using rickshaws, do not 

pay/ least pay to such actual collectors. Such collectors earn daily from wastes by picking up recyclable materials 

– plastic and other useful items and selling the items.

Such contractors are responsible only for the collection of wastes –not for its management. There should be 

comprehensive operational guidelines of the municipalities/ local bodies for safe collection and management 

of solid wastes. The guidelines should emphasize that only segregated wastes from households shall be 

collected daily on monthly payment basis. There should be incentive for households, segregating wastes at 

source.  Those who segregate wastes at source should be given incentive in monthly charge by the contractors 

or there should be provision by buying such recyclable materials from households at the prevailing market 

rates. 

In rural areas, as per the guidelines of SBM Phase II 2020, Government shall provide facility of plastic waste 

management at Block level. However, such wastes need to be transported from village Panchayat to the site. 

Panchayat should make a provision to buy plastic wastes at comparatively lower rate than the market. And 

Panchayat in bulk, can sell it to the factory for recycling at the market rate. Linking with the economic return, it 

will help management of plastic wastes in rural areas. 

Availability of proper infrastructures to collect household wastes and its management is the most important 

aspects. Local bodies need to assure daily collection of households in separate bins and their proper processing. 

Such processing includes disposal / reuse of organic wastes through composting or other technologies and 

recycling of plastic and other wastes. 

There is mostly incomplete supply chain for solid waste management. There is need of cohesive steps from all 

the stakeholders to complete the chain to make solid waste management success.

TSB At present waste pickers are majorly responsible for segregating waste, right? Are the given adequate 

training and gear for the same?
PKJ Waste pickers are mostly unorganized. They are doing this job as a compulsion- not as an option due to very low
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family economic condition. They don't have proper health safety during doing this job. There is practically no training 

to them for rag pickings. Even after segregating recyclable items from wastes, they don't have proper linkage with the 

markets for selling the items at market rates. Such pickers need proper training and support for income generation 

and health safety for doing such jobs.    

TSB The internet is still littered with articles stating that most of the landfill sites are over-flowing. In what terms is 

India lagging behind when it comes to managing landfills? 
PKJ As per the new Solid Waste Management Rule 2016, only the inert materials should be put at land fill sites. The 

rule aims at increasing the life of land fill sites and minimize the possibility of ground water pollution at the site 

due decomposition of organic materials. However, this rule is not strictly followed and even organic matters are 

disposed at land filled sites. Due to continuously increase in quantity of solid wastes generation and limited 

available space for land filled sites in towns, it is posing a severe challenge to the local governments to manage 

land filled sites. Demining of such sites is being done at some places. However, it is an expensive proposition. To 

make such sits sustainable, there is a need to properly enforce the Act and only inert materials should be 

allowed to dispose at land filled sites.

TSB Last year we had nation-wide ban on single-use plastic. Did that translate into ground reality? What more 

needs to be done?

PKJ Ban on single use of plastic is an important step to improve health and environment from uncontrolled use of 

plastic. In metros and Class-I towns, there is effect of such ban to some extent. However, in small towns and rural 

areas such effect is rarely visualized. This environmental issue has social perspective. There should be social 

awareness on ban on single use of plastics. Most of the people in small towns and rural areas are not aware of 

the adverse effects of such plastic. Furthermore, manufacturing of such plastic should be completely banned. 

People will use such products till they are available in market at cheaper rate.  

- Upasana Negi
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Eleven years ago, former Vice President Al Gore teamed up 

with filmmaker Davis Guggenheim to deliver a significant and 

startling wake-up call in the form of the documentary AN 

INCONVENIENT TRUTH. Not only was this the first introduction 

to the science of "global warming" for many, it also won an 

Oscar for Mr. Guggenheim and contributed to Mr. Gore winning 

the Nobel Peace Prize. 

Co-directors Bonni Cohen (THE RAPE OF EUROPA) and Jon 

Shenk (LOST BOYS OF SUDAN) seem conflicted on the purpose 

of this sequel. Is this a frightening eye-opener on the climate-

related changes over this past decade, or is it an attempt to 

return the spotlight to a faded rock star? The film provides 

evidence of both. 

The film kicks off with a reminder of how powerful the original 

documentary was and how it started an avalanche of deniers, 

even re-playing Glenn Beck's comparison of Al Gore to Joseph Goebbels, as being weak sources of truth. Mr. 

Gore is on screen almost the entire run time. He is a self-described "recovering politician", yet we see him acting 

very much like an esteemed politician: presenting on stage, shaking hands with the adoring crowds, posing for 

selfies, giving speeches, appearing on talk shows, and coming across as a highly-polished public figure reciting well-

rehearsed lines. 

As we would expect, the film is at its best when it focuses not on the celebrity and commitment of Mr. Gore, but 

rather on the statistics and documentation of these earth-changing developments. Some of the featured 

videos are surreal: the 2016 Greenland glaciers "exploding" due to warm temperatures, the flooded streets of 

Miami Beach from rising tides, and the aftermath of the Philippines typhoon are particularly impactful. There is even 

a connection made between the severe drought and the Syrian Civil War in creating an especially inhumane living 

environment. A Gore trip to Georgetown, Texas and his visit with its Republican mayor is effective in making the point 

that political platforms should have no bearing on our doing the right things for our planet. There simply aren't 

enough of these moments.
 
A central focal point is the 2015 UN Climate Conference in Paris, and cameras are rolling when terrorism causes 

fear for the safety of 150 heads of state, and necessitates a delay in the proceedings. We are privy to some of 

the behind-the-scenes negotiations that include Solar City agreeing to "gift" technology to India in an attempt to 

have that country join the accord and reduce from 400 the number of planned new coal plants. Of course as we now 

know, the historic Paris Climate Accord has since been compromised with the pull out of the United States after the 

recent elections.

Is the purpose of the film to keep climate change believers motivated, or are the filmmakers (and Gore) 

attempting to educate those who might still be won over? With so much attention to Mr. Gore's ongoing efforts 

(and an attempt to solidify his legacy), it often plays like a pep talk rather than a fact-based documentary. 

“An inconvenient Sequel: Truth to Power” Movie Review

Source:- WHQR



There is no questioning the man's passion, though his screen presence over two hours is hampered by his reserved 

manner. He states clearly that he is "not confused about what the right thing to do is", and even compares his 

mission to the Civil Rights movement. Gore labels the lack of global process as a "personal failure on my part", while 

simultaneously claiming the Democracy crisis has affected the attention given to the climate crisis. His frequent 

proclamations that "we are close" seem to be in conflict with the many setbacks. Are we close? The film seems to 

offer little proof.

I would recommend this movie to everyone as it offers a visual treat to the issues and challenges pertaining to the 

planet earth in context of global warming. Though the journey is long we must buckle up and be prepared in our 

capacities to ensure sustainable development happen around us.

12

- Altamash Fatah
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This is how the book has been aptly described on all the online sales portals: “A remarkable, first-ever collection of 35 

essays on India's future, by a diverse set of authors – activists, researchers, media practitioners, those who have 

influenced policies and those working at the grassroots. This book brings together scenarios of an India that is 

politically and socially egalitarian, radically democratic, economically sustainable and equitable, and socio-culturally 

diverse and harmonious.” 

Via this book the editors, Ashish Kothari and K.J. Joy, who have been 

development researchers and environment activists for over three decades 

now, have compiled ideas of numerous activists and scholars as to what are 

the feasible sustainable alternatives to the present capitalist “modernity”. 

The feasibility aspect of the options offered is backed by real-life examples 

emerging from varied initiatives by public and private players which makes 

it an interesting and useful read rather than just a utopian fable.   

The first set of essays penned by Kartik Shanker, Nitin Rai and Meera Anna, 

under the theme heading 'sustainable and equitable ecological future', 

argue for a reconciled ecology with emphasis on diverse, multi-use 

landscapes where humans and non-humans can coexist. This is based on 

the critique of current conservation paradigm that imagines largely a 

network of wildlife protected areas and reserved forests free of humans and 

human use without caring much for what happens outside them. The successive

block of essays by Sharachchandra Lele and Geetanjoy Sahu talks about the current environmental governance and 

proposes rationale for much more decentralized methods of environmental decisions with greater accountability 

and inclusiveness of bureaucracy charged with administering environmental laws.

The essays in the section “Ecological Futures” are sector specific with water and energy sector as the primary focus. 
Shripad Dharmadhikary and Himanshu Thakkar argue for a change of mindset where water is seen as a sustainer of 
ecosystems and harvested and governed locally. They site examples of locally revived traditional water harvesting 
systems such as “johads” and the larger systems such as the River Parliament to manage the Arvari, both in 
Rajasthan. There are other sections with numerous essays in each of them: “Political Futures” centered on the topic 
of what constitutes for a more radical social democracy and its need in present hour; “Economic Futures” which 
urges for a more equitable and sustainable economy that is cognizant and appreciative of local traditional knowledge 
systems and resources rather than blindly following the “modern” idea; and “Socio-Cultural Futures” which covers 
wide range of topics like caste, education, health, religion, language etc, emphasizing the need for embracing 
diversity and tolerance that builds upon the past but is aware of the need for change as well. 

In the last section, “Concluding Perspectives”, the editors give a reality check. They remind the readers of the 
bottlenecks that exist in the current scenario for translating all the valuable insights and solutions the essays offer 
throughout the course of the book into ground reality. It is easily an essential guide for anyone interested to 
understand the sustainable development scenario in the country as the book comprehensively covers wide range of 
environmental issues interlinking it with other social disciplines.

Book Recommendation

- Rashi Goel

Source:- Google
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knowledgeable. I must say it's well 
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University of Hyderabad

Keep on sharing such interesting articles.
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